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been faithful to each other unto death. Scott's diaries were under
the head of his bag, and close at hand was tobacco. Everything
was orderly.
Dr. Atkinson read part of the Burial Service. All the records,
letters and gear were reverently removed from the bodies, and no
less than 3 5 Ibs. weight of geological specimens from the Beard-
more Glacier were found on the sledge, the abandonment of which
might almost have saved their lives. The bodies were not moved.
A mighty cairn of snow was reared over their tent and surmounted
by a cross, with a record, enclosed in a metal cylinder, buried by
its side.
On the following day, November i3th, the Search Party con-
tinued to the south with the slender hope of finding the mortal
remains of Captain Oates. They did find, on an old pony wall,
his sleeping-bag, containing his footgear, socks and theodolite.
Scott had evidently brought them along in the event of Oates being
still alive. The Search Party went 13 miles farther south, to the
place where he walked out to his death, but nothing more was
seen. Another cairn and record were left here; then the party
turned northward with the purpose of rescuing Campbell and his
men, or of finding out their fate.
On passing the polar mausoleum of Scott, Wilson and Bowers,
the returning party bade them a final farewell. " There alone in
their greatness they will lie without change or bodily decay, with the
most fitting tomb in the world above them." In about 400 years,
when they reach the Barrier Edge, they will be consigned to the deep
with a finer salute than could be given by all the guns in the fleet.
Hut Point was reached on November 25th and the good news
received that the Northern Party had survived. Both parties
joined at Cape Evans next day. The Second Ascent of Mount
Erebus was made over a new route by a party under R. E. Priest-
ley on December 2nd to i6th, 1912. Debenham made a plane-
table survey as the party ascended and geological specimens were
collected. The volcano was too active for the comfort and safety
of the climbers but they reached the summit. When they were
leaving the crater there was a loud explosion and large blocks of
pumice were hurled into the air. In spite of these and the fumes
of sulphur they returned to Cape Evans without mishap.
The Terra Nova, commanded by Lieut. Pennell, after kndmg
the Northern Party at Cape Adare on February 18th to 19^